


Alcohol and Cancer

Approximate number of 
UK cases per year 
preventable through not 
drinking alcohol is 21,000
cases per year

Breast 22% 11,700 
cases

Oesophagus
(squamous 

cell)
48% 1500 

cases

Bowel 7% 3000 
cases

Mouth, 
pharynx, 

larynx
41% 4400 

cases

Liver 3% 160 
cases

Source https://www.wcrf-uk.org/uk/preventing-cancer/lifestyle-statistics/alcohol

https://www.wcrf-uk.org/uk/preventing-cancer/lifestyle-statistics/alcohol


Awareness of cancer types & alcohol
Mouth, 

pharynx, 
larynx

48%
Breast 18%
Liver 80%

Bowel 39%

Proportion who 
believe risk of 
specific cancers is 
increased by drinking 
alcohol

Source: 
Buykx P, Li J, Gavens L et al. An investigation of public knowledge of the link between alcohol and cancer. University of Sheffield and Cancer Research UK.
http://www.cancerresearchuk.org/sites/default/files/an_investigation_of_public_knowledge_of_the_link_between_alcohol_and_cancer_buykx_et_al.pdf

http://www.cancerresearchuk.org/sites/default/files/an_investigation_of_public_knowledge_of_the_link_between_alcohol_and_cancer_buykx_et_al.pdf
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